revoked   an  me  privileges or   me  pontiffs and vestal virgins.    The Catholic historian, who is so full of the iniquity of the Reformers in confiscating the estates of his Church, will appreciate the gravity of this blow ; and the loss of civic and political  prestige  was   no  less  serious.    But it was   immediately   followed   by   a   blow   which was even more painful to the pagans of Rome. In the  senate-house, on the south side of the Forum, was an altar bearing a beautiful marble statue of Victory, before which the senators swore allegiance to  the emperor,  and   burned   incense at   the   commencement   of   their   deliberations. Although it was only a shadow   of power that remained to the senate in the fourth century, the goddess who had presided over  the counsels of the state for four centuries was  instinctively connected with the very fate of the empire in the minds of the Conservative party.     But the senate had been greatly enlarged, and even some of the historic  families   had   passed   over  to   the   new religion in the train of Constantine.    Whether
it is at least time there was an improvement in its quality, and such 'corrections1 as this, vilificatory comments from Villemain, etc., were dropped.
